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History: Matthew  is a 5 y.o. male, seen today for concerns of articulation difficulties and 
hearing loss. His mother reported that he did have motor and speech delay as well as sensory 
problems when they first adopted him. He has been in speech and language therapy at the 
University of Oregon. He is starting at Adams Elementary school in the fall in kindergarten. His 
mother reported he has had his hearing tested at Dr. X's office and was found to have a history 
of middle ear effusion, but also to have some minimal conductive hearing loss even when 
effusion was not present. Matthew's mother is pursuing clarification as to how the level of 
hearing loss relates to his articulation problems. She is also concerned about what to do or 
how to manage when the cold season returns and otitis media effusion returns for Matthew. 

Results: lmmittance testing indicated type As tympanograms bilaterally indicating normal 
pressure and shallow compliance bilaterally. Reflexes were completed, please see audiogram 
for tracing. Pure tone air conduction testing using play audiometry indicated hearing sensitivity 
to be in the mild/slight rising to normal range bilaterally. Bone conduction testing was not 
completed due to Matthew's attention lagging and no longer paying attention to the task. 
Speech discrimination was attempted using the WIPI (Matthew's speech was not intelligible 
enough for reliable scoring of standard discrimination testing), but Matthew was not responding 
consistently. 

Impression: Responses for air conduction thresholds were in the mild/slight rising to normal 
range bilaterally. 

Recommendations: Matthew's mother and I had a long discussion about how to proceed. 
Hearing aids are an option, but I recommended waiting to see if Matthew's hearing decreased. 
At this time, in easy listening environments, Matthew should be getting sufficient audibility for 
most speech sounds. 

I do recommend a soundfield FM system for his kindergarten class next year. His parents 
should discuss this with the school and can add it to his IEP goals. Classrooms tend to be very 
noisy and a soundfield FM system will make it easier for Matthew to hear and follow his 
teacher's directions. 

I also recommend preferential classroom seating. 

Not recorded 


